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Welcome to this month’s edition of the BLMK Teaching Partnership Newsletter
BLMK Teaching Partnership Achievements 2022
To round off the year we thought it would be nice to celebrate some of the achievements and successes across the partnership over 2022: [image: ]
Learning opportunities
Part of our offer to the Social Work teams across our partnership is pre-funded places on CPD activities and training provided by BASW and our contacts in the Developing Together Social Work Teaching Partnership.
Upcoming courses from Developing Together: 
Please remember to book under 'Central Bedfordshire' as the organisation, rather than 'Other', and to book with your work email address.  Also, please note the venues when booking, as some sessions will be in person.
PE Workshop: Assessing Against the PCF & SWE Standards
Monday, 23 January 2023 - 9:30 to 12:00pm
A workshop for Practice Educators, On-Site Supervisors and anyone supporting social work students on their practice placement
This workshop will be exploring the following key areas:
· Knowing the standards required to be demonstrated on practice placement.
· Identifying and enabling opportunities for students to demonstrate capability.
· How to explicitly evidence capability in a holistic and progressive manner in placement reports (PCF, PQS, KSS & SWEPS).
· Refresher on what level capability a student Social Worker is expected to achieve on placement
· Values and ethics in Social Work refresher
· Methods of assessing students’ understanding, development and use of values and ethics in practice
· Practical tools you can use for discussion, development and assessment of values and ethics
· Working with difficulties / concerns

To book go to: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pe-workshop-assessing-against-the-pcf-swe-standards-tickets-305672824647 

PE Workshop: A Strengths Based Approach to Supporting Students' Development
Thursday, 16 February 2023 – 14:00 to 16:30pm
A workshop for Practice Educators, On-Site Supervisors and anyone supporting social work students on their practice placement
Workshop focus areas include:
· What are the placement contextual factors
· ‘Gatekeeping’ the profession
· What’s the difference between a struggling/failing student
· Gaining evidence to inform your thinking and assessment
· Establishing and setting standards
· Having ‘courageous conversations’ and using a strengths based approach to supporting students

To book go to: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/pe-workshop-a-strengths-based-approach-to-supporting-students-development-tickets-305674178697 

Things to look forward to in the New Year
· We have a number of podcast episodes to be published early in the new year which link to the Aspiring Senior Practitioner Programme that is currently in progress.  These will be available as a resource for all professionals in the partnership to make use of.
· The BLMK Teaching Partnership’s web page has been developed and will be up and running in the next month or so.  This will be a hub of information where people can look up Social Work job vacancies across the partnership, learning and development activity, latest news and relevant resources for Social Workers.
· The second cohort of the Aspiring Leaders programme will be starting – the first cohort have just completed the course and had some very positive feedback from the learning, with some participants having already applied for and been successful in gaining higher level roles whilst all other delegates are actively applying or looking to apply for more senior roles.





 
On behalf of the Teaching Partnership we wish a very happy festive season to you and your families and a healthy and prosperous New Year.






If you have any ideas or articles you would like to submit for subsequent newsletters, please email 
luke.geary@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
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« Milton Keynes City Council have had
funding agreed for a full time Practice
Educator post to support an increase in
apprenticeship numbers moving forward -
30 over the next 3 years!

« 4 apprenticeships passed their SW degree
and have secured positions within CBC - 3
in ASC and 1 in Children's.

« Following their final placement in CBC
Adult Services a student has secured an
ASYE position with us demonstrating the
quality of student placements provided by
ASC and how people actively want to
remain with us when they graduate.

« Last month saw some very successful
apprentice graduations as well as 2
colleagues from CBC being awarded
Master's degrees in Practice Education as
well as Amy Pates from Milton Keynes City
Council having won the Amani Liaquat
Award for achieving the highest results
across the whole social work course.

« The BLMK Teaching Partnership had two
representative in the finals of the Social
Worker of the Year Awards Laura Webb
from Bedford Borough and Kirstie
Baughan from Central Bedfordshire.
Kirstie went on to be the overall Social
Worker of the Year & Social Justice
Category winner! Well done everyone on
your wonderful achievements this year!
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