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Welcome to this month’s edition of the BLMK Teaching Partnership Newsletter

Social Work Week – 20th to 24th March 2023 – 
SWE Programme
Social Work Week 2023 will aim to bring people together to learn, connect and influence change

Who is Social Work Week for?
Social Work Week is for anyone with an interest in social work in England, including (all of the following):
· social workers, including those practising and those looking to return to the profession 
· people with lived experience of social work
· social work students
· employers of social workers
· social work educators
· organisations with an interest in or influence on social work
Social Work Week 2023 is a varied programme with events taking place at different times of the day, so people can take part when it suits them best.
Programme
The Social Work Week 2023 programme has now been published. This includes information about how to:
· book tickets to attend our headline sessions (headline session themes at bottom of page)
· sign up to sector-led sessions and events 
Key themes
· Learn: the breadth of social work: lived, learned and professional experiences 
· Connect: social work identity and sharing best practice
· Influence: looking back at the past 3 years, and looking forward to what’s next for social work in England 

Our objectives
What we hope to achieve through Social Work Week 2023 is to (do all of the following):
· enable people to participate in and influence a nationwide conversation on social work in England and the future of the profession
· co-produce the week with those with lived and learned experience, as well as sector partners. This will ensure that the programme reflects the diversity of social work and maintains the voice of people with lived experience at the centre
· embed ownership of the week across the sector increasing the number, and widening the diversity, of people attending events and activities across the week
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Career Pathways
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The above career pathways document was designed in collaboration with key members across the partnership to allow anyone interested in a career in social work prospective social workers, students and existing social workers within the BLMK footprint to see what opportunities and roles there are as well as routes of progression.
To download the Career Pathways document in PDF form please click below link:
Career Pathways TP

Neurodivergent Social Work Voices Campaign
Social worker Florence Smith has just concluded a 19-day campaign on her blog, The Neurodivergent Social Worker, highlighting the voices of fellow neurodivergent practitioners to increase awareness and promote inclusion.
The campaign included video interviews with ‘neurosparkly’ social workers, students and academics about their experiences in the sector, their strengths and any lessons they’ve picked up along the way.
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Description automatically generated]In the first episode, Florence speaks with Kerry, a dyslexic child and families social worker, who explores the impact of working in a fast-paced statutory environment, different tools which have helped her cope, and how being neurodivergent has helped her form relationships with young people.
To watch the video please click the image to the right.

#Social Work and Social Media – Recent finds online about social work
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Description automatically generated]Left and below – Social worker and Youtuber, Kayleigh Rose Evans, shares why she chose to pursue social work as a career.  
Double click video to the left to play.

Right – A social work student was surprised when she was flooded with messages of support after taking to Twitter to share her experience after seeking help from her practice educator upon being overwhelmed and the reassurance she received.







If you have any ideas or articles you would like to submit for subsequent newsletters, please email 
luke.geary@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
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Continuing professional
development: the first 3 years
How can we make sure that continuing professional

development (CPD) is embedded in practice and a valued
part of professional life as a social worker?
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Improving social care with
LGBTQ+ young people

This session explores findings from a research project on
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer or questioning
(LGBTQ+) young people placed in care.
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Reflections and responses -
Social Work in England: State
of the nation 2023

Join us for a presentation of the key findings in our new

State of the nation report, followed by reflective sessions
on the main themes.
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Social work regulation and
practice education
Join the representatives of Britain's 4 social work regulators

as they discuss their experiences of sacial work regulation
and practice education.
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@Public speaking taught me

the importance of writing
down all my thoughts on a
topic, identifying key
themes and dividing them
into manageable chunks.

ecommunitycarecareers

Kayleigh Rose Evans
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Kayleigh explains how
public speaking has
helped her to become a
better social worker.
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Kayleigh Rose Evans
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Al Coates @MrAlCoates - 16 Feb
Replying to @butwhydanielle
You'l not be the first o last to get overwhelmed. Get help, advice and

support.
Idid the same and | made it in the end.
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Dee Fraser @Deelriss - 16 Feb
Replying to @butwhydanielle

Iwish 1 had been that courageous when | was training- much respect
Danielle and so glad you got a constructive response from your PE. Best
of luck!
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Samantha @Camden sw - 17 Feb

Replying to @butwhydanielle

Iwish I'd have seen more posts like this last year when | was a student. |
seemed to be the only one struggling and felt very alone. Also wish I'd
have been brave enough to post about my struggles instead of hiding
them because once | did | received so much support and got thru
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Aysha Islam @Ayshals15765867 - 17 Feb
Replying to @butwhydanielle
Been there... tears, frustration, silence all part of the journey

O ) Q1 it 60 &




image12.jpg
apping into your natural
strengths can be as
important a tool in social
work as understanding
social care practice.
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Gerry Nosowska @EffectivePrac - 16 Feb
Replying to @butwhydanielle
thank you for sharing how you sought support, it is so important to do this
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Danielle @butwhydanielle - 16 Feb
Replying to @EffectivePrac

Thank you for this recognition, Gerry. It can be so scary to know how to
getitright. Sometimes it's just a matter of getting it wrong and learning
from it.
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When speaking in public, my
time management skills
have improved, I'm less likely
to go off on a tangent and
I'm more comfortable hearing
the sound of my voice.
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Kayleigh Rose Evans
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Public speaking helps me
master thinking on my
feet. Often, in practice, we
find ourselves having to do
the same.

Kayleigh Rose Evans

ecommunitycarecareers
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I've been able to build
confidence and expertise
through public speaking.

Kayleigh Rose Evans

@communitycarecareers
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"~ @butwhydanielle - Follow

Today | met with my PE and we had an honest chat about
how I'm coping.

| cried. She supported.
Then we made a plan.

As a #socialworkstudent I'm still learning when
vulnerability is a strength. I'm still learning how to balance
my values and boundaries.

I'm tired but grateful.
3:41PM - Feb 16, 2023 ®

@ 139 ® Reply (@ Copylink

Read 10 replies
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